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August Offer 1940
1.	 Viceroy Linlithgow — 8 August 1940
2.	 Objective:- To gain Indian support in World War II.
3.	 Provisions:

�	Dominion Status
�	Proposal for the formation of a Constituent Assembly

4.	 Nehru’s Remark:-“A rusty nail stuck in the door.”

Cripps Mission (March 1942)
1.	 Head: Sir Stafford Cripps (Labour Party)
2.	 Proposals:

�	Dominion Status
�	Indian Union
�	Constituent Assembly

3.	 Mahatma Gandhi’s Remark:-“A post-dated cheque on a 
crashing bank.”

Wavell Plan (1945)

1.	 (October 1943) ⇒ (Wavell as Viceroy)
2.	 (Provisions)

�	(Interim National Government)
�	(Constituent Assembly)

�	(Discussion) -- Shimla Conference (14 July 1945)

Cabinet Mission (1946)

1.	 Pakistan ⇒ Rejected
2.	 Formation of Three-tier Indian Union :-

�	Union : Weak
�	Provinces : Powerful

3.	 (Grouping of Provinces) →  (A, B and C)
4.	 Formation of Constituent Assembly
�	December 1946 – Constitution of Constituent Assembly
�	2 September 1946 : Formation of Interim Government

�	Members : 389
�	Indirect Election
�	1 seat per 10 lakh people

5.	 Subsequent Events :-  
�	Muslim League accepted the Cabinet Mission Plan on 6 June 

1946 but rejected it on 29 July 1946
�	July 1946 → In the Constituent Assembly elections, Congress 

won 208 out of 296 seats in British India 
	� Granville Austin : "The Constituent Assembly was the 
Congress and the Congress was India.“

	� Lord Simon : Hindu Organisation
	� Churchill : Representative of only one large community 

�	16 August 1946 → Direct Action Day (Great Calcutta Killings)
�	24 August 1946 → Announcement of the first Interim 

Government
�	2 September 1946 → Jawaharlal Nehru : Interim Government

6.	 14-Member Interim Government
�	Announcement → 24 August 1946
�	Formation → 2 September 1946

	� 6 Congress 
	� 5 Muslim League (Muslims)
	� 1 Indian Christian 
	� 1 Sikh  
	� 1 Parsi 

�	When the government was reconstituted on 26 October 1946, 5 
representatives of the Muslim League were included
	� 3 original Congress members (Syed Ali Zaheer, Sharat 
Chandra Bose and Sir Shafat Ahmad Khan) had to resign

�	The Muslim League accepted the Cabinet Mission Plan (1946) 
on June 6, 1946.

�	The League rejected it on July 29, 1946.
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Minister Department
	h Jawaharlal Nehru 	h Vice-President of Executive 

Council, External Affairs & 
Commonwealth

	h Vallabhbhai Patel 	h Home, Information & Broadcasting

	h Baldev Singh 	h Defence

	h John Mathai 	h Industries & Supply

	h C. Rajagopalachari 	h Education

	h C. H. Bhabha 	h Works, Mines & Ports

	h Rajendra Prasad 	h Food & Agriculture

	h Asaf Ali 	h Railways

	h Jagjivan Ram 	h Labour

	h Liaquat Ali Khan 	h Finance

	h I. I. Chundrigar 	h Commerce

	h Abdul Rab Nishtar 	h Communications

	h Jogendra Nath Mandal 	h Law (Bengal SCF Chief)

	h Ghazanfar Ali Khan 	h Health

�	Lord Wavell was the Governor-General, acting as the President 
of the Council.
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